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The Underlying Factors Behind the Decline
of Hong Kong’s “One Country, Two Systems”
Policy and Future Direction

Kazuo Yukawa
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[Abstract)

The “One Country, Two Systems” principle proposed by China upon
Hong Kong’s handover has been rendered meaningless by the Hong Kong
National Security Law, which took effect in 2020. Behind this development
lies not only the fact that the system—designed to maintain the status quo—
could not withstand subsequent shifts in the balance of power between the
two sides, but also that the issue was further complicated by the Basic Law’s
decision to leave the method for electing the Chief Executive ambiguous
and to postpone its clarification. Furthermore, while parallels with China’s
policies toward ethnic minorities are becoming apparent, the inaction of the
Hong Kong government—which has been preoccupied with catering to the
central government’s wishes rather than addressing the voices of its citizens—
cannot be overlooked.

Now that China has strengthened its control over Hong Kong, the city is
no longer permitted to chart its own course. The role expected of Hong Kong
is to align itself with the Greater Bay Area development plan established by
the central government. While this plan assigns the Greater Bay Area the role
of driving scientific innovation nationwide, Shenzhen will inevitably become
its core, and Hong Kong’s marginalization is unavoidable. Furthermore,

in terms of foreign relations, Hong Kong is expected to serve as a bridge
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between the West—to which it has traditionally been open—and emerging

nations such as those in the Global South.

Keywords: “One Country Two Systems”, Basic Law, Hong Kong National
Security Law, Chief Executive, Greater Bay Area (GBA)
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